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A recent feature story in Lhe Honolulu Star-Bu llet in 
& Advertiser begins: " Punahou is a Hawaiian name 
that has come to mean Quality Education. John 
Fenton Fox is a Missour i name that has come to 
mean Punahou." 
Punahou is the largest private co llege prepatory 
school in the United States, according to the article. 
It was in its 103rd year when Dr. Fox-B.S. Ed. '29-
became its president in 194-4- Since then enrollment 
has nearly tripled, to 3,350 students. 
"We don't want so many," he to ld his interviewer, 
"but we have five appl ying for every vacancy. We 
have corporations insisLing that children of their 
execuLives be admiLtcd. We have found that we can 
be very se lective. Punahou is a family school, and we 
take in children of ;ilumni first. About So per ce111 
of all a lumni children who apply are accepted . About 
20 per cent are rejected beca use we fee l th ey can-
nOL do the minimum work required." 
He sa id the med i;in TQ at Punahou is 122, and 
the nati onal ave rage in pub li c schoo ls is 100. He 
arlded: 'This year the !:\!:\ Island schools produced 
Go naLional merit scho lar sem i-fina li sts ; 31 o[ Lh em 
were from this school. We have 2 per cent of the high 
school seniors a ncl more Lha n 50 per cent of the most 
talemed high schoo l seniors." 
In discussing some of the most signifirnnt develop-
ments during the two decades of his administraLi on, 
Dr. Fox spoke first o[ re ligious educa Lion , wh ich he 
descr ibed as the or igi na I purpose in the minds of 
Punahou 's miss ionary found ers. 
"I made chapel once a week a req uired activity 
for every student," he said. "We have all religious 
faiths here at the school. We are not in terested in 
proselyt ing, but we are in terested in reinforcing th e 
work done in the various churches and at home in 
teaching loya lty to Goel. Nothing in our program 
would cause a person to doubt his own rel igion. In 
addition to Lhat, we have a required course in the 
Bible." 
Dr. Fox was born in Sikeston, M issouri, and grew 
up there. After atten ling Westminster College h e 
enrolled in the Un ivers ity with the hope of studying 
journa li sm. H e switched to education after Lhe 
journa li sm clean told him: "If you're willing to work 
24 hours a day for $25 a week and never rise above 
the rank of cub reporter, journalism might be the 
field for you." 
His first school job was as principa l at Diehlstadt, 
where he a lso coached footba ll and basketba ll at a n 
annua l sa lary of $ 1,240. He went back to the Uni-
vers ity for summer courses that qualified him for a 
teaching certificate, and taught for three years at 
Morehouse for $ 1,600 a year. 
Dr. Fox though t he wanted to be a co llege profes-
sor, and after graduate work in socio logy at New 
York University, wh ile nearing graduation with his 
doctor's degree, he learned that the starting sa lary 
at the instructor leve l at that time was $ 1,800. He 
took a job as district superintendent in Bridgewater 
Township, N. J., in 1936, and rema ined there for 
six years, then became superintendent at East Hart-
ford, Conn. Two years later he heard that Punahou 
was looking for a president; he applied for the posi-
t ion and was accepted. 
When Dr. Fox arrived at Punahou one of the 
problems, in his view, was an insufficient number o f 
men teachers. There were 20 men on the staff at 
that time; today there are 74. He a lso has seen the 
beginning sa lary rise from $ 1,500 to .$5, 150; today's 
maximum is $ 10,453. 
"I look for men who are scholar-athletes," Dr. Fox 
said. "We have some 35 men who teach five academic 
classes during the clay and supervise sports afterward. 
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AIJ boys in grades 7 through 12 take part 111 a re-
quired aft er-school sports program ." 
T he schoo l o ffers college-leve l courses in a lgebra, 
calculus, phys ics, Eng lish and histo ry. ln la nguage 
co urses, offe rings incl ude six yea rs of F rench, rour 
yea rs each o f Spanish and Germa n, two each o f Rus-
sian, C hinese, J a panese and L a tin. A youn gs ter ta kes 
hi story in hi s las t six yea rs a t the school. 
T he tuiti o n a t Pun ahou ra nges from $425 in kin-
derga rten to $650 in grades 7 and u p. " Jt costs abo ut 
$850 per child to opera te Pun a ho u." th e educa tor 
said. "The difference comes fro m end owmen ts and 
g ifts." 
All his life Dr. Fox has believed in ph ys ic::i l fitn ess. 
Norm a ll y he pl ::iys tennis ab out three times a week. 
On weekends he swims. Every mo rning he docs push-
ups, situps, toe-to uching, and other cali sthenics. In 
the a ftern oo n he w::i lks two brisk mile . \1\Thile do-
ing grad ua te work in New Yo rk h e was empl oyed as 
director of boys' clubs in the Lower East Side and 
la ter was communi ty recrea tio n director in Milburn-
Shor t Hill s, N . .J. 
Dr. Fox believes tha t paren ts a nd enviro nment 
have more influ ence on the child tha n school and 
church. "vVhile the school tri es to teach va I ues, we 
know we a re fi ghting a los ing battl e if the home h ::is 
not cl one its job." 
Discussing some of the m ajor problems a t Pun a-
hou, Dr. Fox sa id: 
"First is pressure from home o n a child to ma ke 
him succeed. 1f he makes a low co llege board score, 
many parents rega rd it as a disas ter. M any parents 
are not sa tisfi ed with a child who produces a t hi s 
own level if it is no t in the A or B-plus ca tegory. 
Some parents are unwilling to recognize that children 
differ in their intellectua l a bilities. 
"Many pa rents think o nl y in terms o f a pres tige 
college, as though they were di spl ay ing a R o lls 
Royce or a Cadill ac . Ye t the to p colleges accept less 
than o ne-half o f o ne per cent of the brightes t young-
sters today. And o nl y 25 per cent of Pun aho u 's stu -
dents can m ake the ho nor ro ll. 
"As parents we sho uld share o ur children 's ambi-
tion a nd dreams instead of imposing our ow n. 1 have 
seen children with below-average IQs qu alify for co l-
lege a nd become doctors and lawyers. T here is no 
rela ti on between the abili ty to ea rn high g rades in 
school and fin ancia l success. Paren ts o f children n ot 
in the A or B ca tegory sho uld not le t the children 
think o f themsel ves as failures. A ll children who try 
dese rve the approva l of their pa rents." 
As a graduate student a t New York U niversity-
Dr. Fox also did pos t-gradu a te stud y at Columbia, 
Rutge rs and Northwestern- he m arri ed a Kansas 
girl: H elen Filkin, who was a ttending the School of 
Sou al Work. --i:heir three daughters we re li~tl e girls 
when the fa mily reached H awa ii , but they h ave 
grown up a nd moved away. One is the wife of a 
pedia trician in California and m o ther o f fou r chil-
~lren. A nother is m arried to a d octor and they ::i re 
rn the Peace Corps in Africa. T he third is the wife 
of a mathematics teacher in Cali fo rni a, and they 
have two children. 
Syracuse honors Denton 
R alph J Denton, presiden t o[ the R . J- Denton C om-
pa ny and Dento n R efractory Service Corporation, 
Syracuse, New York, h as been named that city's Out-
sta nding Ma n in Business o f 1964. 
Denton ex udes enthusiasm and love for the busi-
ness which had ta ken him from Missouri to Syra-
cuse in 1946. His enterprises dea l in high tempera ture 
cement, fi re brick, and commercial insula tion . Den ton 
:il so feels_ hi s being a t the head of the growing 
industry 1s a resul t of events evo lving from his col-
lege ex peri ence. 
"] wouldn't be in th e sa les business today i f I h adn't 
work ed my way th ro ugh the Uni versity of Misso uri ," 
Dento n admitted . ".I was hed wind ow and baby sa t, 
spaded ga rdens- anything to make a dollar. ln m y 
second year I go t a job running a mimeogra ph m a-
chine and mailing out ca ta logs to prospective stu-
dents. T he nex t yea r .1 so ld wholesa le groceri es to 
my fra ternity: T his communica tion, this ge tting a long 
with people 1s the secret of life." 
_ A!te r_ he :vas gradu a ted in 1933 with a B.S. degree 
111 Eng 111 eer111g, Dento n was fa ced with finding work 
in_ the Depression. H e fin all y secured employment 
wllh the A. P. Green Fire Bri ck Company in Mexico, 
Missouri. " Jt was the grea test sa les job of my li fe 
get ting that job," Denton remembers, and he was 
hired a t $50 a month . 
In the next few yea rs, Denton became eas tern sa les 
m anager for A. P. Green. H e had a lso marri ed a Mis-
souri school teacher, Doro th y White, who a ttended 
M .U. in the 193o's. Trave ling for the fi rm wore thin , 
so at age 38 he borrowed $4,000 and sta rted a one-m an 
opera tion in a small basement office. His cl ay brick 
business flourish ed and hi s line expanded to 444 
items o~ brick. H e accumula ted engin eering experts, 
a nd ultimately form ed the Den ton R efractory Ser vice 
Corpora tion. 
One of the reasons fo r Denton's se lec tion as Busi-
ness M an of the Year was his extensive civic affili a-
ti ons. H e is president of the Syracuse Kiwanis Club, 
a nd se rves on the boa rds of the Citi zens Foundat ion , 
Y. M.C.A., Better Business Bureau, R ed Cross, Syr a-
cuse Governmental R esea rch Burea u, a nd others. H e 
o nce had the largest C ub Scout pack in the city. 
His sons have o utgrown the Cubs. Son Donald , 25, 
was graduated from W est Point in 1962; John, 23, 
gradua ted in J anuary from Alfred U ni vers(ty; Do ris, 
21, is a senior at Syracuse University , and hi s youngest, 
T homas Andrew, 16, a ttends Pebble Hill Sch ool. The 
Dentons li ve at 102 DeWitt R oad, Syracuse. 
R esea rch rela ted to probability and statisti cs con-
ducted at the Uni versity under the direction o f D r. 
H. D. Brunk, pro fessor of sta ti stics and chairm a n of 
the department, is being supported by the U.S. 
Air Force Office of Scientific R esea rch th rough a 
three-year grant of .$62,5 15. Dr. Dav id L. H anso n, 
associa te professor of statisti cs and mathematics, is 
working with Dr. Brunk on the p roject. 
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